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The  high  1948  level  of  demand  raised  farmers'  combined  cash  receipts  from  eggs  and 
poultry  to  the  highest  level  in  history.  Record  cash  receipts  from  eggs  and  from 
broilers,  and  high  rece ipts  from  farm  chickens  and  from  turkeys,  combined  to  form  a  total 
5  percent  higher  than  the  previous  record  reached  the  year  before.  Both  eggs  and  com- 
mercial broilers  brought  larger  cash  receipts  to  farmers  in  1948  than  in  any  other  year, 
but  income  from  farm  chickens  was  smaller  than  in  several  war  years  when  numbers  sold 
v.ere  about  50  percent  larger  than  in  1948.  Turkeys  had  brought  farmers  larger  cash 
receipts  in  only  one  year  previous  to  1948.  The  average  prices  of  all  poultry  products, 
as  well  as  farmers'  costs,  were  at  record  highs  in  1948. 


The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situotion  at  a  jlunco 


Item 


Unit 


Month 


Average 
1938-47 


1948 


194S 


EgGS 


Farm  production  :  Mil.  doz ,   :  U&r. 

•   rage,  nu.iiber  oi'  layers  on  farms  ...:   Million 

J  of  lay  yer   hen  Nujnbor    :  do. 

■reat  civilian  per  capita        : 

-. isapf aerance  :     do.     ;  Feb. 

1 
froien  eg;;  production  Mil.  lb.    :  do. 

'  'od  egg  production  do.     :   do. 

ces  received  by  farmers  :  Ct.  per  doz.:  XJsr. 

oes  received  by  farmers  as  a      : 

orcentage -of  parity  Percent    :  do. 

Retail  price  (BAE)  Ct.per  do:.  :  Feb. 

"  -feed  ratio  :   Lb.  feed    :  Mar. 

Shell  l.,000  cases 

Frozen  .- do. 

Dried  :  Mil.  lb. 

Chicks  hatched  by  commercial        : 

hatcheries  ; Million    :  do. 

Chicks  placed  in  T  broiler  areas  ....:    do.      :  do. 

Chicks  and  young  chickens  on  farms  l/:    do.      :  do. 

Farm  price  of  poultry  ration  :   Dollars   :  do. 

Prices  received  by  fanners  for      : 

chickens  :  Ct.  per  lb.  :  Mar. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  as  a      : 

porcer.tage  of  parity  Percent 

Retail  price  of  chickens  (BAE)  :  Ct.  per  lb. 

ces  received  by  farmers  for       : 
jrkeys  :      do- 
cks: 1/  : 

Poultry,  excluding  turkeys  :  Mil.  lb. 

Turkeys  :     do. 

: -ken- feed  ratio  :  Lb.  feed 

■'ey-feed  ratio  :     do. 

'  -.  of  poultry,  at  Central  : 
-r,  Primary  Markets,  per  : 
:1,000  1b.         :      do. 

1/  End  of  month. 


475.3 
362.9 

15.7 

2t-.0 


25.9 

92 

37.6 

10.8 

do.  1.985 
do.  2,621 
do. 

225.6 

186.2 
2.39 


506.2  511.4 

364.8  357.3 

16.6  17.2 

34.0  3U.4 

25.8  17.0 

1.1  6.6 

42.6  41.2 


Comments 


3  percent  higher  than   last  Uarch. 
High  disappearance   for  a   2e-day  month. 


Current  production  orincipally  I'or 
Government   support  program. 

Seasonal  decline  of  0.6  cents  from 
February, 


92  88        ;    1  point   above   last  month i 

60.6  57.1 

9.2  11.9    :   Fevorable. 

1,165  514        :    Equal   to   1947;    otherv.ise   lo*est   si. 

1923. 
3,820       2,074        :    Lowest   since  prewar. 

11.3  34.9    :    Largely  Govemment-ownad. 

Approaching   seasonal  peak. 


214.5  276.5 

18.2  27.4 

158.2  209.3 

4.65  3.47:   200  percent   of   the   L:oroh,lS40  price. 


Assures   laree-volumo  marketings 
through  June. 


Poultry 


19.8 


27.2 


30.4 


do. 

Ill 

96 

109 

Feb. 

36.8 

55. S 

56.2 

Mar. 

23.8 

37.0 

42.9 

do. 

103.7 

150.9 

65.2 

do. 

44.5 

54.8 

43.5 

do. 

8.4 

5.8 

e.e 

do. 

10.0 

e.o 

12.4 

5.7 


4.2     8.5 


Broilers  are  lower  than  last  year, 
heavy  chickens  higher.  • 


Highest  price  for  any  moi)th  of  record 
previous  to  August  1943. 


About  equal  to  norms  1  prewar  stocks 

for  the  month. 
Larger  than  usual  prewar. 


Highest  for  March  since  records  were 
begun . 
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THE     POULTRY     AND     EGGSITUA'TION 

Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  April  22,   1949 

.  ■  -  Sm/iMARY 

Supplies  of  eggs  and  of  young  chickens  will   continue  ample  through 
the  summer  and  probably  for   the  rest  of  the  year.      Both  hens  and  turkeys 
will  be  seasonally  scarce  until  mid-year  and  will  remain  relatively  high 
in  price.     Eggs  are   so  plentiful  as  to  require  continued  price  support 
purchases  by  the  Deparinient  of  Agriculture, 

The  number  of  chickens   raised  by  farmers  in  1949  promises   to  be 
perhaps  15  percent  larger  than  in  1948.      This  exceeds  intentions  for  a: 
7  percent  increase  which  ^vere  stated  in  February.      The  fall  and  winter 
laying  flock  will  be  larger  than  last  year's,   but  vd.ll  increa.?e  less  than 
the  number  of  chickens  raised.     Commercial  broiler  placements  in  7   special- 
ized areas  prior  to  April  1  this  year  were  half-acjain  as  large  as'  in  the 
corresponding  1948  period.      The  1949   turkey  crop  may  be  even  larger  than 
25  percent  increase  over  1948  which  wan  indicated  by  fai-mers'    J'anuarj'- 
intentions.      These  production  prospects  indicate  large  supplies,    particu- 
larly if  the  favorable  feeding  ratios  induce  continued  high  rates  of 
production. 

"The  prospect  for  ample  egg  supplies,    coupled  with  disappointment 
over  the  outcome  of  last  year's  storage-season,    has  discouraged  large-     - 
voliime  cold  storage  of  both  shell  and  frozen  eggs.     However,    in  view  of 
the  increase  in  laying  flocks  expected  after  mid-summer,    consumer  egg 
supplies  should  be  adequate  this  fall.  .■■""" 

Egg  and  poultry  prices  were  at  record'  levels  during  1948  and  the 
first  quarter  of  1949.  As  a  result,  1948  cash  receipts  to  farmers  from 
eggs  and  poultry  were   the  highest  ever. 

A  four-city  survey  of  home  food  consumption  indicate^  that  practi- 
cally all  families  use  eggs,    but  that  somewhat  less   than  35  percent  of 
the  families  used  chicken  in  the  week  of  the  survey.  •: 

World  egg  production,  making  a  steady  recovery  from  its  law  war- 
time level,  was  slightly  larger  in  1948  than  the  year  before.      The    . 
increased  production,  occurred  principally  in  ViTestern  Europe,  ■^vhere  some 
countries  have  managed  to  restore  or  even  to  exceed  prewar  chicken 
numbers. 
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Second  Quarter  Marketings   of  Ep:,'!:s   and 
Poultry  Likely  to  bo  Above   1948;   Iviost 
Fricos   to  Shov;  Little  Further   Criango 
from  Last  Year 

Total  egg  production  during  the  second  quarter   of  1949   is   likely  to 
be  slightly  larger   than  during  the  snme   period  of  1948,      Increases   over 
a  year    earlier   in  the  rate  of   lay  probably  mil  not  be  as    great  in  April 
and  May  as  the  January-March  increases.     The  culling  rate  in  laying 
flocks   is   likely  to  average  lower  for   the  first  hr,lf  of  tlie  year  than  in 
1948o     In  the  lattar  half,   however,    culling  may  bo  greater   than  last  y.ar 
as  new  pullets  begin  to  replace  old  hens. 

Sales   of  chickens  by  farmers    during  the  April-Juno   period  are   ex- 
pected to  be  slightly  larger   than   last  ycar^     Most  of  the  increase  is 
likely  to   come  from  marketings    of   early  hatched  chickens,    with   some  in- 
crease in  sales   of  old  henso     Sales   of  turkeys  beginning  during  the  second 
quarter   of   1949  are  likely  to  be   sonewhat   larger   than  last  year  because 
the  large  flock  of  breeders  v;ill  move  to  market. 

Marketings    of  comiriercial  broilers    in  April,   May  and  Juno  vrill  bo 
about   50  percent   larger   than   laf^t  year,    judged 'by  January-Harch  chick 
placements   in  7  areas.     Total  placements    for  thesi;   7  areas   numbered  85  mil- 
lion chicks   for   the   first  quartiir   of  tho  year,    54  percent  more  than  in 
the  same  period   of   1948,      (See  table   1,)      Broiler  marketings   during  the 
second  and  third  quarters    of  the  year  are   likely  to  meet  increasing  com- 
petition from  sales   of  farm  chickens. 

Table  l^■"  Broiler  chick  placements   in  seven  coranoroial  areas^ 
first  quarter^      1948   and  1949 


Area 

:        January        : 

i''ebruary        : 

March          t 

First   c 
1948    ! 

jnarter 

;    1948    •, 

ly49    : 

1948    : 
l,-.000 

•838 

1949    : 

1948    ' 

1949    : 

1949 

s 1,000 

1,000 
1,098 

1,000 
1,219 

1,000 
881 

1,000 
1^034 

1,000 
2,455 

1,000 

Eastern  Connecticut 

736 

3,351 

Del-Mar-Va. 

; 10, 626 

14,993 

7,770 

11,750 

8,068 

12,005 

26,464 

38,748 

Shenandoah  "Valley 

;    2,006 

2,812 

1,875 

2,811 

2,230 

3,  263 

6,111 

8,886 

Chatham,    N,   C, 

*         576 
.    2,944 

1,788 

644 

1^60  2 

858 

1,672 

2,178 

5,052 

North  Georgia 

5,155 

2,776 

4,179 

2,  986 

4,317 

8,706 

13,  651 

W.Y're  Arkansas 

;    1,634 

3,  441 

1,  949 

2,  588 

1,666 

2,843 

5,249 

8,872 

Texas 

:    1,214 

2,395 

1,481 

1,762 

1,474 

2,285 

4,169 

6,440 

Total 

:19,836 

31^630 

17,333 

25,911 

18,163 

27,419 

55,332 

85,010 

Egg  prices   during   the  second  quarter   of  the  year  are   expected  to 
remain  slightly  under   those  of   the  st^me  period  last  year.      Prices   of  hens 
are-  likely  to  decline  during   the  next  few  months.      Although   these  prices 
are  now  slTghtly  above  a  year  ago,    they  probably  v;ill   fall  slightly  under 
prices   prevailing   in  the   second  quarter   of   1948,    particularly  if  meat 
prices   also  weaken*      Turkey  prices  will  remain  above  1948  until   the  third 
quarter,   when  the  large   turkey  crop  rail  movo  to  market.     Prices   of  broilers 
and  fryers,    already  several  cents   per  pound  lov/er   than  a  year   ago,   vdll  be 
under  pressure   of  heavy  supply  during  the  next  few  months   and  may  decline 
further. 
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Increueed  Miirrr  arb  _(?f  Chickenq  '■'/-..■,, 

Raised  I;ialca-C30  iiSPle  i!^, 
Cnlcxon  Meax  &rup.ilec  _la  ?3J-1  •    '' 

Hatchery  activity  to  April  1,    19'^9  indicates  ■  that  farmers  will 
exceed  tl^air  Februsry  inteationa,  which  wore  to  raise  7  percent  E.i.ore 
chiclcom    Chan  in  19^2.     Ch:-clro:  hatcupd  to  April  1  esoeeded  the  corre- 
sponding 19^8  aaLch  oy  137  miliiOii  ohloks.     This   incr^aas   jb  eoual  to 
10.8  percent  of  the  total  ic'tu  ha'joh.     If  hai-dhiug^  dnring  the  rest  of 
the  year  v^r^:   only  e^iual  tr   the   -orrespon.l*nc  19''8  output;    then  the 
year's  totai  woulr-   escesd  t'arra'srs '  Tetruery  intentionD , 

EggEJ   in  incabatOirs  April  a.  were  10  purcant  over  th?  year  oel'ore, 
Orde:'e  on  Jiatchery  books  for  delivery  in  Kt.y  vere  43 /pe-^'ceat  gi^oatur 
than  in  39*^6.     Acout  63  >-::fC3nt  of  fJr.itod  State g  civic >;  output  has  ccme 
from  coiTiirei'cir^;.   hatcher-'es  in  r6;'5nt  ^aara,   oo  !;atchery  activities  no 
far  in  19^9  ;;;:.iaily  indicate   increaoee  tSj/Oiii  faim':<rH*   originally-stat- 
ed intentions. 

The  fact  that  the   lijcreased  hatch  hPo  Bateriallzed  in  the  fir.it 
luat  ler  of  the  j-^ear  indicates  that  Evany  19^9  pullets  vlll  be  added  to 
laying  flocks  earlier  tjiea  usual.     On  April  1,   there  were  209.3  Billion 
chickens  of  19^19  batch  ori  fares,  egainijb  I58.2  xnillior.  in  lokS.     Thij 
greatei'"  r-umter  of  cariy  chickens  will  iiisan  that  thw  effect  of  cr.lliug 
old  layers'  from  the   present  flock  will  bo  offse':  core  wuicikly  than 
usual  by  the  rcatui  ity  of  ijCW  pi;lleu3.     Ordinarily  the  L'eason's  low 
nvunbtrs  of  layers  are  recorded  on  August  1;    it   ia   -[iossiblts  that  this 
year  the  nuiribars  cf  .layers:-  oa  taixi,  date  will  be   :nly  very  slightly 
lovf)r  t]:au  the  monx,n  before . 

About  35  percent  of  hatchery  output  in  Karen  was  soxTd.     1:ie 
preference  for  suoii  chicka  by  ir.;-.ny  coiiurerciRl  poultryii^n  indica-^sa 
Bpeciaiir^atioii  vhich  i:;  aocompan.Led  by  iuciea.^ad  attention  to  efficien-- 
cy  in  producing  ite^.t  cr  egge .     Cross -bred  cxiioks  have  bean  conmon  ±n 
the  bro'i  Inr  industry  for  a  n^jnbov  of  years,   ami  together  with  hybrid 
chichs  t^ioh  pro  now  becoming  popular  oracng  egg  producers^    thoy  shmv  hovf 
specialised  co'j/.corcial  baby  chici;:  p7.'oiuctian  hrs  beccj;.?. 

•^Inie  continued  favorab.le  i-rodact-fe-^d  ratios  a^ay  anbstantially 
eicplain  why  farmeit-;  ere  e:;'.ceedi?.;.g.  earlier  intentions  en  raiding  chickens. 
Tho  0.3  "ourd..  peaiional  decline  in  the  egg- feed  price  ratio  from 
12.2  pouna<i   :in  February    vo  11,9  pouv.ds   U~  March,    ia  the  s*"  q  as  occurred 
in  19^6,   -ir-i  othei:wj.s?   is   tne  ^•^xoalleut  drop  £3ince   1<^38.     ilt  11.9  the 
M--rch  ratio  e:'c^».'ds  the  193^-'^?  averfige   by  I.3  pounds.      The  chicken- 
feed  ratio,   at    ^.i.    pou-^dy   in  March^    llkewiso   is  con&iderod  favorable, 
and  3t'-:nd8  Or.-  pounds  hii.'ner  than  the  ten^^yf-ar  averagoo 

layers  in  farm  flocks  nuribsrei  3^3  niillioi;.  in  March  I'jhS .  Al- 
thougli  ?.  v^iTcsnt  fewer  ti^an  the  coixespcnding  nv.aroer  the  ye^r  beforo, 
thei:-"  rate  of  .Lay  hos  :;'ade  March  egg  pi-ouuo  ,.ioi.  3  purcenb  larger  than 
last  y«^;ar.  The  rat-:-  cf  ]ay  probably  vrill  continua  through  the  sumiiier 
at  a  level  ccnBlst.'int  with  the  prasont  perforjiiance  .  ThiG  ice'ins  that 
last  yeai^'s  rat.=j  will  continue  to  d-b  exceeded  ab  least-  through  the 
nuQiTer , 
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Few  Egss  Put  \n  Commercial  Storage 


.UU,^ 


As  expected  earlier,  commercial  cold  storage  holdings  of  eggs,  both 
shell  and  frozen,  are  accumulating  at  a  very  slow  rate.  Combined  ccmmercial 
holdings  on  April  1  were  equivalent  to  2,2  million  cases,  after  a  net  in- 
moveinent  eouiv5.1ent  to  0.9  millioii  cases  in  Karch*  The  March  in-moveirient 
this  yesr  was  below  the  1:5  mijiion  cases  of  March  1%8,  s.nd  it  lef^  -o.-n- 
bined  commercial  holdings  on  April  1,  1949  at  a  level  only  about  63  percent 
of  a  year  ago. 

Reports  from  35  cities  did  not  indicate  any  revival  of  interest  in 
storage  by  mid-Anril;  shell  and  fro'^en  stocks  there  on  April  l6  v^ere  'itill 
each  less  than  half  the  year  before.  V/ith  October  #2  refrigerator  Ext-^as 
quoted  from  48. 00  r,o  Z4.6.6O  centd  as  futures  in  Chicago  during  the  week  01 
April  12,  and  fresh  Extras  (70  percent  A-s)  bringing  45<'5  to  50.0  cents  per 
dozen  during  the  same  week,  hand] ers  evidently  considered  the  margin  in  • 
adequate  to  cover  the  costs  of  storage.  In  recent  years,  ha!if  cf  the  shell 
egg  accumulai:'ons  were  stored  by  May  1,  x^rhile  the  midpoint  of  xYozen  accumu- 
lations has  often  been  somewhat  later «  For  both  tA'-pes  or  eggs,  April  and 
May  halve  been  the  most  important  into- storage  months;. 

The  April  1  commercial  cold  storage  etocks  '.'■ere  divided  about  1  to 
3  between  shell  and  frozen  eggs.  These  proportions  are  about  i.,vpicaj  for 
the  date.  Last  year  the  proportions  v/ere  about  1  to  2r   The  average  pro- 
portions of  the  5  ye.ar  period  19A4-..''.8  were  1  to  4,  but  they  were  influenced 
by  private  holdings  of  shell  eggs  against  Government  egg-dr^ring  contracts. 

Government  egg  holdings  in  storage  were  almcjst  exclusively  of  dried 
whole  egg  acquired  under  the  price  support  progi'am.  On  April  1,  probably 
more  than  90  percent  of  the  34»9  million  pounds  of  egg  powder  reported  in 
cold  storage  vere  owned  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  were  intended 
for  delivery  to  the  Department.  These  stocks,  23-6  million  pounds  " arger 
that  the  year  before,  will  increase  during  April  and  May  at  a  faster  rate 
than  last  year's  holdings. 

Government  Support  Purchases 

The  support  progran  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  continues  to 
operate  on  the  basis  of  dried  egg  purchases  from  processors  v/hose  pa^dng 
prices  reflect  at  least  35  cents  per  dozen  to  the  producer.  This  program 
has  kept  prices  for  January-March  at  an  average  of  87  percent  of  parity. 

Price- support  purchase  contracts  made  through  April  I6  call  for  the 
delivery  of  35  million  pounds  of  dried  whole  egg  m  the  months  through  May. 
During  mid- April,  purchases  were  being  made  at  a  weekly  rate  of  about  2  ml- 
lion  pounds.  The  paying  price  through  May  is  $1.26  per  po'ond  f.o^b,  mid- 
western  plants. 

First  Quarter  Farm  Prices  Held 
Well  Above  VJartime  Average 

Farm  egg  prices  during  the  first  quarter  of  1949  averaged  2  cents  per 
dozen  lower  than  for  the  same  period  las 5  year,  but  7.5  cenus  per  dozen  above 
the  Januai y-March  1943-47  average.   Chickens  averaged  3.7  cents  per  pound 
above  the  first  quarter  of  1948  and  6.1  cents  higher  than  the  5-year  average. 
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Turkeys  were  /... 6  cents  per  pound  highe-  for  the  quarter  than  Hast  year  and 

14.1  rents  pel'  pounc'  above  the  'j9L,3-i\'l   average.  Prices  of  eggs  have  averaged 

lower  :'.n  each  month  of  1949  to  date  thai:  in  1948,  i-/hil^  farm  chickenb  and 
turkeys  v/ere  highe:.". 

Despite  the  fact  that  layers  on  farms  have  been  fewer  than' a  year  ago, 
an  increased  rate  of  lay  resulted  in  hr'.{?^her  egg  production  during  the  first 
quart.er  cf  ].949o  Eg£  outout  was  highei  than  a  /-ear  osrlier  by  6  percent  in 
January,  2  percent  m  February,  anu  1  percent  in  March..  Marketings  of  farm 
chickens  in  ohe  first  quarter  of  1949  have  been  smaller  "ohan  last  yearc  This  . 
js  primarily  due  tc  the  lighter  culling,  of  laying  flocks  because  of  the  more 
favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio.  Chickens  otner  than  heps  and  pullets  on  farms 
January  1  u'ombered  36  million,  2  percent  above  January  1,  1948.  Potential 
layeis  on. January  1,  at  413  millionj  v.^ere  d.ov.rn  3  percent-^ 

Turkey  marketings  in  the  first  quarter  of  1949  ha/e  been  seasonally 
low.  Market  supplies  were  scant.  The  number  of  breed...r  hens  on  farms 
January  1,  ]949,  waL;  3e7  million,  33  percent  above  l.   year  ago,  and  turkeys 
other  uhan  breeder  hens  totaled  ]  .8  million,  up  7  perceutv,  In  early  1948, 
marketings  were  heavy  as  the  unfavorable  turkey- fe^d  price  ratio  caused  the 
liquidation  of  a  largei'-than-usual  proportion  of  intended  breeding  flocks. 


Tab:je  2. 


Priced}  received  by  farmers  for  eggs,  chickens  and  turkey^: 
United  States,  January-March  1943-47,  1948  and  1949 

.  .J:iJW„! 


Item 

January 

Eggs 

1943- 

194S 

1949 

■47  .-... 

:      39.2 

48.,  7 
;     47.1 

Farm 

chickens 

1943- 

1948 

1949 

li^  (      •  c  •  ^  «  « 

•  <»  0  0  ..  A  0  «  • 

:      23  ..9 

:      26.3 
:      30.7 

Turkeys 

1S43- 

19u8 

1949 

'14.  (      •  V  c  rj  ■•»  • 

:      31.8 
:     39.0 
:     49c3 

February 


34c6 
45.0 
41  ..8 


^.3.9 
26,0 

29.5 


31.2 
37.3 
44.1 


March 


30.8 
37.0 
42 » 9 


Average 


33.9 

35  =  9 

42.6 

45.4 

41.2 

13  *U 

?4.4 

24.1 

27.2 

26.5 

30  c  4 

30.2 

31-3 
37.8 

45o4 


Broiler  marKetings  during  the  first  three  months  of  1949  were  sub- 
stantially larger  than  a  year  earlier*  Prices  were  somewhat  loT\'er.  At 
Salisbury,  Maryland,  for  example,,  weekly  average  prices  during  tne  January- 
March  period  of  194&  ranged  from  2S..8  to  36.3  cents  per  pound.  During  the 
firsT;,  quarter  of  19/'.9,  prices  ranged  from  28..0  to  31,6  cents  per  pound.  In 
terius  of  chicken  meat  supply,  the  increased  marketings  of  broilers  aJjiiost  off- 
set the  decrease  in  current  raarketi.n.gE  and  storage  withdrawals  of  hens  and  • 
hee.vy  chickens. 
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IVeekly  Average  Prices    Received   oy  Producers   for 
Broilers,   Salisbury,   'Maryland, Janu a ry-r.'3rch, 
1043  and  1949 


w 

eejc 

1948 

Week 
ending 

1949 

en 

x"'rice   per  pound 

Price  per  pound 

January 

3 

: 

Gents 

••       -_. 

" 

Cents 

10 

; 



January 

6              : 

30.3 

17 

56<3 

13              . 

31.6 

24 

35.1 

7Q               J 

30.6 

31 

54.1 

27 

28.9 

Februa  ry 

7. 

,  — — 

.  Februa  r;>'- 

29,8 

4 

30.6 

10               , 

29.9 

21 

28.3 

17 

.                 28.0 

Zd 

29.5 

24 

28.3 

March 

3.'c9 

i/arch 

3 

29.4 

13 

34.4 

10                         ; 

29,6 

2C 

34.6 

17 

29.8 

27 

54.7 

25 

30.4 

Cash  Receipts  a    Record,   Farm 
Froduction  Hi gh ,    ior  Lg^'-s 
and   Poultry,    1948 

Farraers'    arcregate   cash   recext.'''-'S    from- poultr;/  and  rp-es   in  1948  were 
a  record  high,      rrelininary  ectinstes  1/'  show  that  cash   receipts  to  farmers 
frori  egfs,    farm  chickens^    comTnercis.l   broilers,   and  turkeys   were   ^3.1  billion 
This   total  was     9^8    percent  of  total   cash  receipts  of  fr^rr.ers   I'or  1948,   as 
estimated  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Iicpnoinics.      The  poultr'.'  enterprises 
were  exceeded   only  by  the  rreat  anir.al  and  dairj;-  -rorps  as   so-urces   of  cash 
receipts.      Though  these  other  groups  produced  larger  gross  income  for  farmers 
in  1948  thi;n  did  poultry,   it  :.:robably  remains  true,   as  it  was  at  .the  time  of 
the  last   census ^    that  more  farms   receive  income  from  poultr:/"  and  e;gs   than 
from  any  other   category  of  far-,  outputs      Reports  to  the  1945   census  showed 
that  34  percent  of  the   1.9  million   far.ms  in  the  '.'niteJ  States  sold  poultry 
or  tg-:S. 

Farm  prices   for  poiiltry  and  eggs  v.-ere  likewise  record  highs   for  the 
year.      The  volume   of  production,   hov,ever,  v.as  short  of  recent  p';ak  volumes 
in  all   categories  except  coiTLmercial  broilers.      Commercial  broiler  output  of 
1,062  million  pounds   (livevveight)    slightly  exceeded   the  1,04.4  million  pounds 
produced  in  19'i5. 

The  aggregate   cash  receipts   of  the  entire  poultry  industry  vi-as  a   record 
in  1948.      Ti'Vo  of  the  ma.jor   enterprises,   egrgs  and  broilers,    set  individual 
records.   Turkey  receipts  oi'  194G',   at  0269  million,'  stand  ahead  of  any  year 
since  or  before,   and  receipts   from  farm  chickens   for  the  years  1943-47  were 
substantially  ahead  of  1348.      l-or  alj.  of  the  years   in  which  gross  income  of 
individual  poultry  enterprises  exceeded  1943,    the   respective  volumes   of  pro- 
duction were  much  larger  than  1948  output.      The  outstandin--'  aggregate   receipts 
of  1948,    then  are  attributable  in  greater  degree  to  prices   than  to  volume  of 

production. ^^__ 

1/  "Farm  Froduction,    Lis position, "Cash  Receipts,   and   Gross  Income,    Chickens 
and   Ep;:s,    1947-1948". 

"Farm  Production.    Disoosition,    Cash   Receiots,   and   Gross  Income,    Turkeys, 
1947-1948". 
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Poultry  production  costs  were  at  record  levels  in  1948.     The  tables 
below  present  data  on  relationships  in  194S  botvveen  poultry  prices,   cash 
receipts  from  marketings,    feed-prico  ratios,   and  per  capita  civilian  con- 
sumption.     The  adverse  >unnual-avorage  product-feed  ratios  which  the   tables 
show  for  1948  are  largely  the  result  of  the  very  high  feed  prices  which  pre- 
vailed until  late  summer.     Although  feed  prices  fell  and  the  ratios  improved 
as  the  1948  fend  crops  developed,   the  faot  remains  that  the  initial  feed  in- 
puts,   even  for  'stock  marketed  late  in  thr   year,  were  made  at  vexy  high  cost 
levels.     Commercial  broilers  are  a  possible  exception   to   this,    since  their 
entire  grov;ing  period  in  specialized  producing  areas  is  only  about  13  weeks. 

Tables  5  to  7  compa.re  th'-     actual   and  deflated  price  and  value  data 
for  eg[;s,    chickens,    broilers,  and  turkeys  vdth  the  appropriate  feeding  ratios. 
The  comparisons  suggest  that  i.-riportant  consideration  must  be  given  to  the 
level  of  costs  in  interpreting  the  reports  of  gross  income.     In  addition  to 
the  measures  of  cost,    tables   5  to  7  shov;-  the  annual  per  capita  consumption 
of  the  various  poultry  nroducts.      This  is  offered  as  a  measure  of   the  level 
of  supply  in  the  various  yearc. 

Gross  farm  income  from  c^gs  and  poultry  follows  a  pattern  very  similar 
to  cash  receipts.      The  difference  between  the  measures  is  that  gross  farm 
income  includes  an  allov/ance  for  the  vnlur.    of  farm-consumed  produce  vriiile 
cash  receipts  are    the  ri.' turns  fron  sales  only.     According  to  current  estimates, 
in  1948  farm  consumption  of  home-produced   eggs  amounted  to  14  percent  of  the 
total,  farm  production,   of  chickens  and.  broilers,   13  percent,   and  of  turkeys, 
2  percent. 

The  farm  output  of    hurkeys  and  of  commercial  broilers  is  considered  to 
comprise  virtually  the  total  U,   S,   production  in  those  categories,   but  there 
is  a   substantial  non-farm  production  of  eggs  and  chickens.      The  annual  non- 
farm  production  of  eggs  r.nd  chickens  is   considered  e:_uivalent  to  10  percent 
of  the  annual  farm  oroduction. 

The  total  v'lue  of  iann-producia  poultry  outside   the  principal   cate*-  •.'.■.. 
gories  discussed  above  is   jmallo     Although  there  .ure  specialized  areas  pro- 
ducing other  species  in  importn-'t  numbers  -  such  as  Long  Island  for  ducklings 
—  the  total  U,  S.   production  of  ducks  r.nd  geese  is  so  small  that  th'ir  value 
is  estimated  at  about  1  percent  of   the   combined  value  of  eggs  and  of  the  three 
principal  clasc's  of  poultry  meat.     I'o  annual  estimates  are  made  of  the  value 
of  squabs,    guineas,   and  other  miocellaneous  fowl. 

Though  short  of  prcviour  records,    the  194'^  outputs  of  eggs,    chickens, 
and   turkeys  were  at  high  level;  .     On  th^;   basis  of  civilian  per  capita  supplies- 
-which  adjust  for  the  continuous  expansion  in  population — 1948  output  vias 
exceeded  only  during  a  few  of  the  war  years,    .vhen  poultry  and  egg  production 
was   stimulated  to   provide  for  T,var  needs  and  to  compensate  for  shortages  in 
meat  supply.     In  1948  the  avfirag-^^  civilian  consumption  of  336  eggs  left  an 
84  million  dozen  surplus  for  purchase  by  tlie  Department  of  Agriculture;    the 
broiler  supply  in  proportion  to  population  was  within  3  percent  of  the  record 
in  1945;    the  per  c'apita  turkey  consimption  of  3.7  pounds   (dressed  weight)  was 
exceeded  only  ty  the  4.. 5  pounds  recorded  for  both  1946  and  1947;   and  chicken 
consumption  (including  broilers)  was  in  excess  of  any  prewar  year  for  which 
records  exist. 


APHIL  igi*? 


-   10  - 


Table  h.~  Ca.ah  receipts  of  fannere  for  egga  and  poultry, 
United  States,   I935-U8 


1/  Includes  also  ducks,   s^sse,  gulneeis,   pigeons,  quail,   pheasants,  and  all  other 
2/  ReTlsed. 
2/  Prellmlnarj . 


Total 

poultry 

Total 

Total 

and  eggs 

Year 

:     Eggs 

Farm 

Caanercial 

Turkeys 

poultry 

cash 

as  a 

chickens 

broilers 

and 

egge 

1/ 

receipts 

froB 
faming 

percentage  of 
total  cash 
receipts 
from  farming 

:  Million 

MlUion 

Million 

MlUion 

Million 

Million 

• 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

Percent 

1935 

502 

207 

25 

52 

799 

7,659 

10.1* 

IQ^6 

!*8l 

239 

31 

62 

828 

8,65»* 

9.6 

1937 

517 

225 

1*2 

63 

861 

9,217 

9.3 

1938 

ua5 

195 

1*6 

66 

802 

8,168 

9.8 

1939 

U37 

199 

52 

71 

769 

8,681. 

8.9 

1935-39 

-     k8h 

213 

39. 

63 

812 

8,1*76 

9.6 

191*0 

468 

199 

72 

78 

827 

9,132 

9.1 

I9VI 

663 

261* 

103 

98 

1,11*1 

11,776 

9.7 

igi^s 

1,317 

389 

155 

11*5 

1,723 

16,086 

10.7 

19'i3 

iM^ 

696 

238 

160 

2,563 

20,131 

12.7 

19U 

1,365 

635 

227 

199 

2,1*1*8 

21,175 

11.6 

19''5 

1.500 

696 

309 

2U5 

2,785 

22,286 

12.5 

191*6 

l.W 

639 

270 

269 

2,691* 

25,636 

10.5 

19'*2-'*6  : 

1,361 

611 

21*0 

201* 

2,1*1*3 

21,063 

11.6 

191*7  2/  ! 

1,730 

578 

281* 

238 

2,913 

30,500 

9.5 

19'*8  i/'  : 

1,357 

5l*S 

381 

255 

3,070 

31,312 

9.8 

1%ble 


5.-  Eggs:  Cash  receipts,  prices,  egg-feed  price  ratios,  gross 
retitms  over  feed  costs,  and  per  capita  clTillan  consimption 


Current  dollars 

1910- 

■Xk  dollars 

1/ 

Sgg-feed 

Weighted 

Cash 

arose 

Wel^ted 

Cash 

:     Grose 

Per 

average 

receipts 

returns 

arerags 

receipts 

:  returns 

price 

capita 

Year 

farm 

from 

ever  feed 

farm 

froB 

:orer  feed 

xatio 

clTllian 

price, 

egg 

coats 

price. 

egg 

:     costs 

coosumption 

par 

rairketings 

per  100 

per 

oarke tings 

:  per  IOC 

1/ 

dozen 

layers  2/ 

d02»n 

: layers  2/ 

Dollars 

Mil.  dol. 

Dollars 

Collars 

Mil.  dol. 

DonnrR 

Pounds 

SgfV 

1910-11* 

.197 

326 

.197 

326       . 

306 

1915-19 

.301 

1.50 

.198 

311* 

291. 

1920-21* 

.300 

597 

.172 

31*3 

31i 

1925-29 

.285 

690 

81.. 17 

.170 

1.12 

1*9.36 

13.2 

332 

1930-31* 

.173 

1*09 

1*5.26 

.127 

299 

31.79 

12.3 

311 

1935-39 

.208 

1.81* 

72.1*5 

.163 

3t8 

55.72 

12.3 

298 

191*0 

.180 

1*68 

62.51 

.11.1. 

.371* 

1*8.95 

11.5 

317 

191*1 

.235 

663 

127.06 

.178 

502 

9l;.1.0 

13.5 

31i 

191*2 

.300 

1,017 

175.57 

.200 

678 

.    115.71* 

11.. 2 

316 

191*3 

.371 

1,1*1.5 

221..  81* 

.229 

892 

138.79 

11*.  i 

31*6 

191*1* 

.325 

1,365 

150.83 

.192 

808 

89.78 

11.5 

350 

191*5 

.377 

1,500 

232.68 

.219 

&T2 

135.59 

13.1* 

397 

191*6 

.376 

1,1*79 

190.65 

.195 

766 

99.76 

U.3 

371* 

191*7 

.'*53 

1,780 

21.0.59 

.196 

771 

105.29 

11.1 

379 

191*8  y 

.1*72 

1,857 

266.98 

.190 

71.6 

108.00 

11.1. 

386 

1/  Price  per  dozen  and  gross  ralue  are  deflated  by  the  Index  of  prices  paid  by  faroers,  including  interest  and 

taxes;  gross  returns  oyer  feed  costs  are  deflated  by  the  aane  index  excluding  the  feed  component. 

2/  This  serif's  vas  deToloped  in  the  Poultry  Branch  of  PMA.  It  is  based  upon  the  application  of  reported  0.  S. 

monthly  farm  pi-ioes  for  eggs  and  for  feed  to  the  reported  monthly  rates  of  egg  production.  The  rate  of  feed 

consumption  on  which  the  computations  are  based  is  5.5  lb.  of  feed  per  layer  per  month  for  maintenance,  and 

1.5  lb.  additional  for  each  doien  of  egge  produced. 

^  Except  fo'  the  relatirely  small  effects  of  Inrentory  change  (and  the  effects  In  recent  years  of  price 

support  open-.tions),  consumption  la  an  index  of  the  supplies  available  after  net  exports  and  other  coanpetlng 

uses , 

hj   Preliminary. 
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Table  6«>  Chlolcanai     Cash  reoelpte,  prices,   ohioken-foed  prloe  ratios^  and 
per  capita  olvilian  oonauisgption 


i^asia.  obiolceus 

uoBBeroiai  broiiers                   s 

Chickoi 
feed 

J 

Vtxrrtaxt 
dollars 

1910.14 
doilars 

Current 

dollars 

t       laio-M           s 

t         dollars               t 

J  Par  capita; 

Year 

t       Cash 

1       Cash 

1       Cash 

1     Cash         1 

s  ol-7ilian 

'  Prloe 
par 

t  receipts 
1       tram 

Prloe 
per 

t  receipts 
i        from 

Price 
per 

1  receipts 
1        flrom 

1   Price 
pap 

i  receipts   i 
t     from         1 

price 
ratio 

loonsumptioa 

8 

pound 

taarketlnes 

pound 

sioarkertln^s 

pound 

smarkotin^st  P°"*^ 

jBsrketings  i 

Cents 

Ull.  dol* 

Cente 

}liU  dol. 

Cants 

Mil,  doi. 

Csats 

Ull.  dol. 

Pounds 

Pound* 

1910-14 

11.7 

128 

11.7 

128 

19e8 

1915-19 

17,7 

200 

11.6 

151 

18  oS 

1930-24 

21,0 

272 

12.1 

157 

18,6 

1925-29 

21.5 

540 

18.  S 

205 

9.0 

20,0 

1950-54 

13.4 

222 

9.8 

162         2/  19.5 

2/  19 

2/  16.0 

2/  16 

8.7 

19,9 

1955-59 

16.1 

2U 

11.8 

168 

19.6 

39 

16,3 

51 

8.6 

17,9 

1940 

15.2 

199 

10.6 

169 

17,8 

72 

15.8 

58 

7,8 

18,7 

1941 

.    16.8 

264 

ia.o 

200 

18.4 

lOS 

15.9 

78 

8.5 

20.5 

1942 

19,0 

389 

12.7 

269 

22.9 

156 

15.8 

105 

8,5 

23,4 

1945 

24.5 

696 

16.1 

460 

28.6 

238 

17.7 

147 

9.1 

30.6 

1944 

24.0 

655 

14.S 

378 

28.7 

227 

17,0 

154 

8.2 

23.8 

1946 

26.1 

696 

16.2 

406 

29.5 

509 

17.2 

180 

8.9 

33,9 

1946 

28.0 

639 

14.6 

551 

32.6 

270 

16.9 

140 

7.7 

25.4 

1947 

26.8 

678 

11.6 

280 

52.1 

284 

15,9 

125 

6.6 

23.6 

1948  5/ 

30.6 

542 

12.5 

218 

85.9 

581 

14.4 

165 

7,0 

23.0 

1/  Bsoept  for  the  relatively  sinall  effects  of  inventory  change,  oonsuqption  is  an  index  of  the  supplies 
STallable  after  net  exports  and  o'ther  eoiq)etlng  uses, 
Z/  Annual  data  for  1954, 
3/  Preliminary, 


Table  7,"  Turkeys:     Cash  receipts^  prices,   turkey-feed  price  ratiosj  and 
per  capita  ol'Tllian  oonsmiption 


r                Current  dollars                 i 

l9l0-14  dollars 

t 

t 

t     Par  capita 

'          IVlce 

1           Cash             1 

Prio6 

» 

Casli 

1       Turkey- 

Tear 

I            P«- 
pound 

t       reeeipts 

1             per 
pound 

t 

receipts 

»         feed 

t       civilian 

i           from             1 
t     marketings 

1 
1 

from 
marketings 

«  price  ratio 
t 

t     oonsuumtion 
•             1/ 

Cents 

111,  dol. 

Cents 

Mil.  dol. 

Pounds 

Founds 

1929 

24.5 

64 

14.6 

52 

1,7 

1950 

20,0 

46 

12.5 

29 

1.8 

1931 

,              19,1 

42 

13,5 

30 

1.7 

1932 

12,7 

58 

10,2 

31 

2.1 

1935 

11,6 

56 

9,7 

SO 

ea 

2.4 

1934 

15,1 

42 

11,7 

33 

7.2 

2.2 

1935 

20,1 

52 

16,5 

40 

8,6 

2.1 

1956 

,              15,6 

62 

12.5 

49 

9,0 

2.7 

1937 

,              18,1 

65 

15,6 

47 

7.2 

2.7 

1938 

,              17,5 

66 

15,9 

52 

10.9 

2.7 

1939 

,              15.7 

71 

12.7 

67 

10,4 

5.0 

1940 

15.4 

78 

12.3 

62 

8,4 

3.5 

1941 

19.9 

96 

16.1 

74 

9,2 

3.6 

1942 

27.5 

146 

18.3 

97 

9.8 

3.7 

1943 

82.6 

.160 

20.1 

99 

11,1 

3.3 

1944 

54.0 

199 

20,1 

118 

10.8 

3.5 

1945 

35.6 

246 

19,5 

142 

11,5 

4.5 

1946 

56.2 

269 

18,8 

139 

9,-7 

4,5 

1947 

56.4 

257 

15,8     . 

XOS 

7,7 

4.5 

1948   2/ 

46.7 

255 

18.8 

102 

9,8 

5.7 

T^  &coept  for  ^o  relatively  saall  effeets  of  inventory  change,    oonsua^tion  is  an  Index  of  'tiie  supplies 
available  after  net  e3q>arta  and  O'tiier  eoa^eting  uses. 
2/  n-ellfflinary. 
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Table     8. 

-  Eggf 

3;     Farm 

nrodiic 

tion  di: 

;po.5ition,   cish receipts  and 

Hstr.  0 

-■"  lay 

.  pros 

s  lnc(jm 

P.J   Uuj  tt 
:Con- 

;d  Stac€ 

>5,   1939-48                                          , 

:  Hcnr      : 

:   Ure.d 

:          ■-  :         ..           J   Value   : 

:  and       : 

Per  : 

Per 

;   Eggs 

\   pro" 
"duced 

!   for 

: sumed 

'■        Gash     !    6on-     : 

f-^arrpuiiets- 
Jon  hand: 
:  Jan.l   : 

layer: 
onl/; 

hand   : 

layer 
f!i.ring 

vc.ir 

:   fana 
:hatch- 
:   ing 

J   in 

-:fam 
rhouse- 

Sold 

.Price,   rrceipts: sumed     :  Gross 
,per     .       from     tin  farm: income 
.dozen,     sale?     :   house-: 

•                                • 

.T;.u.l. 

! 

• 

-:  -hold  5. 

■ ' 

.  :        ,            .:    holds    : 

• 

.    1,000         1,000       1,000 

'   1^000 

No. 
103 

No, 
13/. 

lUil, 
3fl,843 

..lil, 
513 

lUl. 
8, 23s 

Iviil  . 

30,092 

Cents         dol,            dol,          dol. 

• 
• 

L939v376,Ul 

17.4      437,386  113,707       551, 0« 

1940:392,656 

loi 

134 

39,695 

436 

8,035 

31,224  13,0      467,620  114,591       532,: 

L941-3B?.,315 

110 

].39 

41,878 

431 

7,652 

33,795  23.5       663,014  U4,247      807, i 

1942=427,911 

114 

142 

4*,  597 

432 

7,425 

40,740  30.0  1,017,358  179,117  1,196,4' 

1943=4B3,959' 

112 

142 

54,539 

479 

7,34^ 

46,711  37.1  1,445,291   222,227  1,667,53 

1.944 -523, 537 

112 

14b' 

53, 530 

364 

7,711 

50,455  32.,  5  1,365,083  205,537  1,570,6' 

1945=473,330 

11^. 

151 

55,858 

364 

7,729 

47,765  37.7  1,500,136  240,515  1,740,6; 

L94S-"474,2?3 

11'/ 

155 

55,590 

Z/5 

8,026 

47,289  37.5  1,473,733  250,4U  1,723,9- 

1947=435,665 

127 

155 

55,252 

2-'.-0 

7,328 

47,184  45.3  1,779,576  291,169  2,070,7i 

L94B;425,465 
3/: 

12-:- 

162 
3  proi 

55,163       217 
iuced  durint--  tl 

7,710 

47,241  47.2  1,356,730  297,612  2,154,3^ 

\/  SaTiber 

of  eC:;;; 

le  year  divided 

by  noir.bcr  o'.'  hens  and  pullets    1 

on  hand  January  1. 

2/  dumber  of  egf:;s  produced  during  the  j'-ear  divided  by   the  average  number  of  hens 

and  pullets  of  laying  age  on  hand  dnrin.n;  the  year* 

j/  Prclii'iirar:/, 


Table    9  .-Commercial  broiler  orodiiction  r.nd  gross  income 

United  Stfftes,   1939-48' 


Year 

I'Jumber 
produced 

Pounds 

'      produced 

:      Price 

:        per 
:      pound 

\         Gross 
\        income 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000  dol. 

1930 

105,630 

306,272 

17.0 

52,059 

1943 

142,762 

414,074 

17.3 

71,729 

1941 

191,502 

559,605 

13.4 

103,111       ' 

1942 

223,137 

674, 087 

22.9 

154,650 

1943 

!          285, 29 T 

332,337 

23,6 

233, 262 

1944 

!         264,999 

790,346 

28.7 

227,104 

1945 

!         345,593 

1^044,322 

29.5 

303, 521 ^ 

1946 

!             275,600 

328,607 

32.6 

270,015 

1947 

295,333 

886,179 

32.1 

234,285 

1948  1/ 

!              350,773 

1,062,201 

35.9 

331,117 

.  .. 

. 

1/  PreliTiinarA', 
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Four-City  Siirvey  Shows  ££33  Used  in 
Pra  otic  ally  All  Hougqhqlds;  U£_e  o_l' 
Cnlcken  -nd.   Tuxke.y  Less  V/ ides  ore  cd 

Interviews  in  upvard  of  2;;0  )iouseholdP  in  each  of  four  cities 
indicate  t'lah  practically  a].l  households  use  eggs,  hut  fiat  the  use  of 
chiolien  and  turkey  is  less  widespread.  The  I'eporta,  coverinf^  a  sample 
week's  conr-unption  of  purchased  "food  in  January-March,  I9US,  were  riade 
for  L  ■rmJn^K^htua.,  Alahama;  Minneapolis -St .  Paul,  Minnesota;  San  Fransisco, 
Calli'crnia;  and  B-iffclo,  New  YorV.  .ih©  survey  was  luade  by  the  Buroau  of 
Hiuian  Nutrition  ar.d  Home  Economies'  w'lth  funds  provided  hy  the  Eeeearch 
and  Marketing  Act.. 

Upward  of  P.'^'O   householas  provided  usable  scnedules  in  each  city. 
For  each  cji-.;  the  sample  wa.B  desianed  to  provide  a  croGS-section  of  the 
hoiiseholds  in  vhich  each  of  2  or  more  people  ate  10  or  more  meals  at 
jioir.e  in  Lhe  v«ek  preceding  the  interview. 

The  survey  results  indicate  '.hat  higher-. income  households  used 
more  eggrs  per  person  than  other  households  in  the  same  cities.  However, 
all  incorie  classes  showed  ahcut  the  same  small  proportion  of  families 
who  did  noL  "buy  e(7qa   at  all.  Neither  per  capita  consujnption  nor  per- 
centage of  families  usiny  either  chicken  or  turkey  (for  each  of  the  four 
cities  separatel- )  soemad  relo,ted  to  income  class. 

For  all  inccine  groups  combined,  the  four  cities  indicated  con- 
S'omptionB  between  ,5'-  and  .y(   do.'.ens  of  eggs  per  person  for  the  inter- 
view vee3:,  V/hen  allowance  is  inade  fcr  eggs  consumed  in  prepared  foods 
and  mixes,  these  figures  probatl/  are  very  close  to  the  national  average 
of  somewhat  over  an  egg  a  da.y  per  person. 

During  the  week  for  which  i-eports  were  furnished,  eggs  were  used 
by  between  97.6  and  99-3  percent  of  the  families  in  the  northern  cities, 
and  89.1  percent  in  Birmingham.  As  already  mentioned,  income  did  not 
seom  relu/ted  to  vhetaer  or  not  a  family  used  eggs. 

The  quantiiy  and  disi.ribufcion  of  the  use  of  chicken  a.mong  the 
households  surveyed,  likewise  was  independent  of  an  income  pattern. 
Only  'P.l   to  3?  percent  of  the  families  in  the  respective  cities  reported 
the  use  of  chicken  l/  during  the  survey  week.  These  low  figures  indi- 
cate T.he  infrequence  with  which  chicken  is  served.-  They  are  not  a 
meae-are  of  hew  few  or  how  ma.ny  families  use  poultry  meat,  since  the 
servings  ma;  be  further  than'  one  weeY   apar:. . 

E^jrin^j  trie  survey  period,  which  came  after  the  winter  holiday 
'se:j,SGn,  turkey  was  served  in  very  few  surveyed  Jiouseholds .  Of  the 
1,066  fo.milies  surveyed,  only  0,  located  in  two  cities^reported  the  use 
of  turkey  in  the  weeks  of  their  interviews. 

1/  Exc.Ludinjg  caiint.cL  or  ruad,/  cooEud . 
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Table  12.-  Eggs:  Distribution  of  use,  and  per  capita  consumption  •yi   a  selected 
week,  January-March  19/iS,  in  sample  households,  by  income  gro'ips  m  /,  cities 


Income  class 
(1947  income 
after  Federal 
income  tax) 


All  classes 

0-  999 
1000-1999 
2000-2999 
3000-3999  ■ 
4000-5999 
6000  and  over 
Not  classified 


Percentage  of  households 

reporting  use  of  eggs 

_.  .V-.:  -  :Mlnne-  :  g^n 
Binning- ;apolis  :  p^^j^, 
'  ham   :and    : 
.  : St. Paul: 


•CISCO 


Buffalo 


Eggs  consumed  per  capita 


Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent 


:Minne- 
Birming- : apolis 
ham-   :  and 
'■'•  ■  ■  :St.  Paul 
No. 


San 
Fran- 
cisco 


*  Buffalo 


89.1 
68.4 
92.2 
91.6 
84.9 

(97.7) 
82.4 


98.4 
(100.0) 

98.5 
100.0 

9^.3, 
^^6j2' 

90.0 


97.6 
(100.0) 

95.2 
97.7 

100.0 

93.8 

100.0 


98.8 
(100.0) 

98.9 
98.6 

100.0 
100.0 

93.8 


No. 

6.59 
4.14 
5.63 
6.91 
6.77 

(7.96) 
5.35 


Noi. 


NcJ. 


6.33    6.86    6.26 
(5.76)  (6.58)  (6:94) 


5.99 
6.22 
6.ii9 
6.67 
8,39 


6.31 
6.82 
7.10 
7.56 
7.06 


6.00 
6.23 
6.44 
7.47 
5.72 


Table  I3. -Chicken:  Distribution  of  use,  and  per  capita  consumption  in  a  selected 
•week,  January-March  1948, in  sample  household,  by  income  groups  in  4  cities 


Income  class 
(1947  income 
after  Federal 
income  tax) 


All  classes 

0-  999 
1000-1999 
2000-2999- 
3000-3999 
4000-4999 
6000  and  over 
Not  classified 


Percentage  of  households 

reporting  use  of  chicken 

:Minne-  : 

•Binning-: apolis   : 

ham   :and  ■  •  r 

:St.Paul! 


Chickeri  consumed  per  capita 


:Minne- 
Birming- : apolis 
ham   : and 

,,  '  •;St.'  Paul 

Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent   Lb,.      Lb» 


San 
Fran- 
cisco 


Buffalo 


34.8 
26.3 
'■43.1 
31.3 
34.0 

(38.6) 
29.4 


20.6 

(24.0) 

12.3 
19.1 
22.0 

26.9 
50.0 


34.7 

(33.3) 

33.9 
40.7 
29.3 

28.1 

37.5 


31.4 

(52.2) 

29.8 
32.4 
22.7  • 
14.3 
37.5 


.337 
.198 
.441 
.287 

.310 

(.404) 
.357 


.234 

(.341) 

.  .12A 

■  '.201 

,.249 

.326 

.654 


Lb. 

.460 

(.511) 

.441 
.501 
.369 
.436 

,  .555 


Lb. 

.363 

(.581) 

.363 
.379 
.•262 

.114 
.435 


Table  lU. -Turkey  and  prepared  dhicken:  distribution  of  use  in  a  selected  we'Sk, 
January-March  1948,  in  sample  households,  by  income  groups  in  4  cities 


Income  class 

(1947  after 

Federal  . 

income  tax  ) 


Turkey 


jBirming- 
•  ham 


rMinne- 
: apolis 
:and 
: St. Paul 


Canned  or  cooked  chicken 


:Minne- 
Birming- : apolis 
ham   : and 

•St. Paul 


San 
Fran- 
cisco 


Buffalo 


All  classes 

0-  999 
1000-1999 
2000-2999 
3000-3999 
ZiOOO-5999 
6000  and  over 
Not  classified 


I Percent 
6 


Perc 

ent  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

0 

2.4  . 

0.4 

.4 

2.0  ' 

1.0 

(0) 

(0) 

0 
0 

(4.0) 

(0) 

0 

1.1 

0 

1.5 

1.6  ■ 

1.2 

0 

0 

1.5 

0 

5.2 
3.1 

•  0 

0 

(2.3) 

u 

H 

6.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Percent 


AroiL  1949  -  16  - 

The  number  and  location  of  the  surveyed  cities  does  not  permit 
detailed  analysis  of  regional  difference •::  in  consumpco.on  patiarns,   bwt 
the  data  suggest  tffo  differences  betv/een  the  RLminghrm  fainilics  ;:nd 
those  interviewed  in  the   three  other  cities.     Fewer  iirniingham  house- 
holds used  eggs  in  the  rurvey  v/eek,.  although  those  which  did  must  have 
eatf";n  more  eggs  per  person.     This  last  observation  follows  from  the 
fc.ct  that  over-all  cgfr  consumption  per  capita  in  RLrningham  v.-is  little 
different  from  the  ether  thruc  cities,   although  the  proportion  ol  ianii~- 
lies  using  e<?gs  was  smaller.      The  second  regional  difference  is  in  the 
use  of  chickenj  particularly  in  the  income  group '  over  ijf 4 j 000,  the 
proportion  of  BLrmingham  families  eeting  chicken  in  tl-ie  furveyed  week 
was  greater  than  in  the  other 'cities.     However,    this  app^irent  v'/ider  usc- 
of  chicken  in  Birminghem  did  not  extend  to  "  consideration  of  poundn 
per  capitaj  San  Franciscans  consumed  a  greater  average  amount  per  capita, 
although  evidently  a  Smaller  proportion  of  the  people  in  th?t  city 
participated  in  the  cdnsijmption. 

The  data  from  which  this  discusoion  is  drawn  are  found  in   the 
preliminary  reports  of  tho  1943  Food  Consumption  Surveys,   released  by 
the  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,     The  material  in  the 
preceding  tables  is  taken  from  the  reports  for   the  respective  cities, 

WORLD-EGG  PRODUCTION  IN  1943,  CURRENT  CHICKEN  IRBEERS 

This  report  was  prepared  in  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,     It  if  reprinted,  with 
slight  revisions,   from  Foreifyi  "Crops  and  Markets 
58:12,  March  21,  1949 

Egg  production  in  the  principal  pro-^ucing  countries  of  the  world 
(excluding  China  and  U.S.S.R.)  in  1948  was  about  1.3  percent  above  the 

1947  level.  1/  Nearly  all   the  increase  occurred  in  western  Europe  where 
the  recovery  in  poultry  numbers  has  been  rapid,   considering- the  short 
grain  supply  from  the  1947  harvest.     Egg  output  in  Can?-da  dropped  in 

1948  but  in  the  United  States  it  via:'--  maintained  at  the  1947 ■  level  al- 
though materially  below  the  peak  wartime  level, 

•  Chicken  numbers, at  the  begirjning  of  1949  equalled  or  exceeded 
prewar  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom,   France-,  •iv/cden  and  Spain.     Satis- 
factory progrees. was  made  in  Italy  and   B?lgiu:B.,     Rebuilding  of  flocks  has 
been  slower  in. the  Netherlands,   Norv/ay  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Denmark, 
These  countries  are  ccnsidera.bly  dependent  upon  imported  grains  and  foed-^ 
stuffs,  "  •' 

Much  of  the  increase  in  egg  production  and- in  poultry  numbers  in 
Europe  reflected  increases  in  the  number  and  size  of  small  flocks,    .     : 
Commercial  or  specialized  poultry  flocks  increased  less  bccc;use  of  the' 
ILmited  availability  of  commercial  fe^ds.     Small  producers  with  a  few 
hectares  of  land  found  it  profitable   to  convert  their  home-grown  feeds 
Into;  chicken3..and  eggs,    .  These,  jniall  producers,   including  a  considerable 
number  of  self-suppliers,   could  meet  their  uellveiy  quot?.s  .'■  t  controlled 
i)ricep,:.v;here  in  effect,   and  market  their  surplus  on  the  open  market  at 
highly  profitable  prices. 


1/  tf— the  United  Stater-  were  excluded  the  1947-48  change  in  egg  production 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  would  have  teen  an  increase  of  4  percent. 
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The  delivery  of  f^ggs  ly  prnducern  and   the   raiioair.e  of  suoplies   to 
consumers   continue  in  deficit  countire~   njch  .:'.  s  Austria,   Czechoslovakia 
and  Nonvay,     Eationinp;  h;is   been  r;iispendcd   temporarily  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  currrnt  flush  producinp;  I'lonths,     In  France,   Italy, 
Spain,   Sv/eden  and   i-'lgiuri  controls  -ivere  previously  lifted, 

vVith  a   somewhat  better  :>;e-d  situation  sinc^   the  1948  harvest,    to- 
gether with  a  strong  dcm:md  for  eggs  and  poultry  as  a  palatf.ble  food  and 
as  a  substitute  for  red  rneats,  ■  the  .production  of  poultry  and  .eggs  in  most 
European  countries  will  expand  iri^  194.9.     Supplies  of  red  meats  in  1949 
and  1950  will  still   be  short  and-  production  of  eggs  and  poultry  will 
continue  to   ht  profitabte,  'L    ,■ 

The  rate-of-lay  in  Tiort  European  countries  has  shown  some  ir.orove- 
ment,   notwithstanding  an  unsatisfactory  general  feed  situation.     Apparently, 
producers  are  finding  th"t  their  chickens  respond  well  to  increases  in  fegd 
and  are  directing  their  feeds   to   triis   enterpricf,    nossibly  at  the  expense 
of  other  uses.     Furthermore,    a  lovf  capital  outlay  is  required,   plus  the 
quick  expected  returns. 

In  many  of  the  Europe-n  countri'vs,    steps  have  been  taken  to  improve 
the  producing  qualities  of  chickens.     Improved  stock  is  import«--d  and 
govarnasnt     breeding  stations    are  maintain'id  to  distil bjte  hatching  eggs 
and  chicks   to  producers  at  reasonable  prices.     Considerable  further  iiri- 
provement  in  the  producing  qualitifs  of  chickens  can  be  expected  in  the' 
immediate  future.      This  improvement  will  not  reduce  the   size  of  flock 
to  maintain  egg  consumption  per  capita,   as  it  vd.ll  be  offset  ty  the 
increase  in  the  human  population  in  European  countries. 

Although  Denmark  was  able   to  export  jome  eggs  in  the  immediate 
postwar  years,    the   trade  in  eggs  Set-.rean  countires  in  Europe  is  only 
now  showing  sizable  -gains.     Belgium,   Netherlands;,   Poland,   Hungary, 
Yugoslavia  and  Eire  are  beginning  to  resume   their  exports. 

The  farm  production  of  eggs  in  Caneda  in  1948  fell  to  4.2     billion 
compared  with  a  peak  level  of  nearly  4.5  billion  in  1947-     A  sharp 
liquidation  of  chickens  occurred  in  th(    fall  of  1947  because  of  short 
feed  supplies  and- the  resulting-;  unfavorr-ble    -.gg-fce'  price   relationship. 
Tlie  1948  hatch  was  smaller  and   the  number  of  layers  was   23  percent  fewer 
in  December  1948,   and  21  percent  ferAer  in  January  1949 j    compared  with  a 
year  earlier.      The  reduction  in  the  number  of  layers  vras  oartially  offset 
in  December  by  a  higher  rate-of-lay.  but  more  severe  iveather  in  January 
1949   tlian  in  Januar7--1943  pulled   the  rate-of-lay  down  2  percent.      Thus, 
1949  was  started  off  with  a  net  egg  production  of  23  percent  bi^lov;  the 
initial  month  in  194S. 


CHICKENS  t  Suinber  in  spooified  oountrlos,  average  I95U-38, 
tinnual  l<^U6-l<)k9 


Countries 


=  Data 

■  aJ)plioable 


Average 
1931^-38 


19ij6 


I9U7 


3.9U8 


I9U9 


Korth  Amerioa 
Canada 


GuatesBla .•••••f«>> 
Mexloo  ■#•••••*•«•••• 
Newfoundland  and 
Labrador........ 

Panania 

United  States 

Cuba 

Domlnloan  Kepubllo. 


I  Thousands 

: 
. t  1/  Deo .  1 
•  I 
■ ;    Maroh 


Jan.  1 
July 


W: 


Europe 

Albania 

Austria.. ^....a 

Belgium. • 

Bulgaria 

Czeohoslovakia. 

Dernmrk 

Eire. 

Finland 

France 

GenoanyTo ............••! 

Sraeoe  10/«<. ••••••••*•) 

Hungary ....<.*: 

Italy ....:.! 

Luxainbourg  .....••••.... : 
Netherlands. •.•••'••«•.  it 
ITom&y.  ....i. ....<..«••! 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Portugal .«•: 

Runania : 

Spain oi 

Sweden •••.«•....••) 

Switzerland. ••.•••....•! 

United  Kingdom  •>  Farm. .  t 

Total, I 

Tugoslavla. .......... >•: 

: 

Asia  I 

Lebanon .st 

Palestine.. •; 

Syria .: 

Turkey »i 

Chi  iia . . . . . . .  .  .  .  . . .  •  . . . .  I 

Japan. .1 

India  .v .> 

Pakistan .......•> 

Philippine  Islands .....  1 


1/  Deo.  3 
1/  Deo .  31 
y  Deo.  31 

May  27,, 

Jvdy 

June 

Sept.  1 

1/  Fall- 
y  Deo. 

y  No'-  30 

Feb.  28 

1/  Deo.  1 
June 
June  20 
July 

y  Dso.  31 

July  1 
Sept.  16 
Apr» 
Jane 
June 
^  Deo.  31 


1/  Deo. 


July 


South  Amerioa 
Argentina... 


Brasil... 
Ohlle . . . . 

Paraguay. 
Uruguay.. 


Afrioa 

Egypt. 


French  Morocco 

Union  of  South  Afrioa. 


Oceania 

Australia . . . 
Hem  Zealand. 


June 
June 

July 
Aug 

1/  Deo.   31 
Maroh 


Thousands 

W+,077 
2/        66h 

2/  36.368 

y        387 

W     195 

it08,l77 
2,558 


2,060 

2/    6,362 

,     16,500 

5/  ii,8l!+ 

?/  31.875 

2/  27.6U3 

15.961 

.     2,853 

11*5,000 

86.62li 

11.679 

5/  17.880 

~    76,000 

2/        515 

~    29,632 

5.686 

50,000 

iV  5.716 

^7  31.853 
T6/28,972 

10,980 
5.5l*U 

73.i+02 

18,021 


2/ 


I.91I4 
1.525 

16,79U 
265,765 

51,091+ 


25.365 


1^.988 
W  59.000 
5/    1,026 

19/  ^,811+ 

lV26,889 
■^50,000 
T9/iU,ooo 


15.5U 
iV  3,^89 


Thousands 
51,697 


371 

1,572 

530.203 

10,500 

1,906 


1,800 

5.300 
11,111 


18,388 

15.263 

1.171 

9/  39.018 

8,200 

U/l6,000 

275 

13/  3.078 
2,926 

20,000 

15/10.939 
T7/22,U68 

5,oU3 

60,576 
76,595 


1,1400 
2,029 

18,1422 
1814,981+ 

19,000 
11,6,061 

i4l4,732 
9.ij.3U 


5.000 

18,600 
15,000 


Thousands 


5it.728 


377 

1.528 

i*7lj.i4l4l 

10,000 

1,900 


5.1+00 

13.535 

6/  10,660 
"    19.U15 

ii*,557 

11+5.500 
7,500 

12/50.613 

—  350 

13/  7.515 

—  3,768 


18/12,395 

~    5.025 

61+,  880 

81.526 


l,i+50 

1,826 

16,511+ 

20l+,115 


l+,500 

2,000 


16,000 


Thousands 

1+7,310 


1+61,550 
9,000 


5.800 
13,500 

6/  11,982 
23,816 


8.200 


38O 

I4I663 
39,000 


37.200 
18/15,991 

79.200 


1,900 
17.505 


23,000 


60.000 
3,600 


Thousands 

l+C',000 


141+8,838 
8,500 


5,600 
16,100 

6/  ll+,978 
~     26,000 


15/  9.8^3 
—    5.500 


33.500 
18/15,000 

91,000 


25.000 


1/End  of  year  estimates  (October  to  December)  included  under  the  following  year  for  ooiiq)ari8on.  Thus, 
Tor  Canada,  the  December  1.  19l(6  estimate  of  51,697  Is  shown  under  19ll6.  2/  Average  for  2  to  1+  years 
only.  3/  19ltO.  1/  1953.  5/  1955.  6/  January  1.  ]/  Adult  poultry.  &/  RTpresmits  ohiokens  raised. 
9/  Four  sones.  17/ All  pouTbry.  ll/~Sept ember.  1^  Hens  and  oooks.  T3/  Deoomber  previous  yearn 
Kens  and  puilets.  iV  I936.  I5/  5B  oountlM  instead  of  71  as  for  prewar.  16/  1939.  17/  April. 
13/  June.  19/  I937T' 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  '^latlons.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  offioial  statistlos 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research, 
and  other  information.  Data  relate  to  prewar  boundaries,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


EGOS:  Hunter  produosd  l/  In  epsoified  ooxjntri»«,  averags  I93U-38, 
'  ~      annual  lSh3-US 


Count rlea 


AT«rag« 
193U-?6 


19I+5 


I9US 


191+7 


I9U8 


Horth  Amerloa 
Canada ....... 


Panama 

Ttoited  States*.... 
Cuba 

Dominican  Republic 


Europe 

Albania • 

Austri'i • 

Bel  gium 

Bulgaria 

CtechoslonUda 

Denmark ...•• 

Eire..... 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hunga ry .•..••.•••••••• • 

Italy 

Luxembourg • •• 

Netherlands  ............ 

Norway. ••• 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Portugal • 

Rumania • 

Spain « • 

Sweden. ..•.••.«••• 

Swit  zerland. • 

I^ted  Kingdom-Farm  3/» 

Total... 

Yugoslavia 


MillioM 

2.638 

35,U98 
520 


143 
663 

1.693 
682 

1.958 

1.979 
1,086 

317 
6,2CX) 
6,585 

550 
1,050 
5,600 

Up 

1.978 

369 

3.500 

250 

1,500 

1,700 

900 

I423 

3.871 

5.098 

1,000 


Asia 

Tebanon • 

Palest Ine 

Syria 

Turkey 

Japan 

Philippine  Islands. 


South  America 


Argentina. 
Brazil.... 

Chile 

Paraguay.. 
DiMguay. . . 


Africa 
Egypt. 


French  Morocco 

Union  of  South  Africa.. 


Oceania 

Australia  6/. 
New  Zealan?. . 


108 

92 

1,003 

3,553 


1.127 


289 


751 

1,000 


708 
14.30 


Ullllons 


55.858 
32U 


336 
UOO 

273 
596 
858 
760 


352 

66 
2,^400 

200 
86 


970 

250 

2,090 

3.U09 


65 
150 
105 
851 

e6k 


480 


1.358 


Mlllioiu 

3.863 

55.590 

300 

60 


270 
1,100 

776 
683 
801 

93 
6,200 

552 

110 

3,600 

565 

155 
?,276 

532 

I.IU9 

300 

2.iUl8 

5,850 


65 
200 
120 
863 
936 


520 
358 


1,U70 


Ittllioaa 

k.Uek 

52 

55.252 

288 

60 


285 
1.580 

903 
995 
753 
117 
6,300 

331 

14,300 

30 

91I4 

198 


1,992 
1,217 
330 
2,600 
U,ooo 


90 
895 


I460 
100 

326 


141414 
372 


1,1431 


Milliona 

l4,2ll+ 

55.168 
276 


350 
l.Ili+O 

1,110 

1,568 
880 

6,100 


4,600 

35 
1,000 

263 


1,800 

1.335 

J5,000 
14.300 


110 


250 


2,l60 
370 


I,l4l40 


1/  Relates  to  farm  production  in  Canada  and  the  lAiited  States,  but  data  for  many  countries  not 
explicit  on  this  point.  2/  58  oountl**.  ^  Year  ending  in  May  of  year  indicated,  l^/  3-year 
average.     5/  Not  availabl7.     6/  Commercial  production.  ~ 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 

statistics  of  foreign  govemmsnts,   reports  of  Ibtited  States  Foreign  Serrioe  officers,   reaults 

of  office  research,  and  other  information.  I^ta  relate  to  prenar  boundaries,  vmless  otherwise 
noted* 
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In  the  Eastern  Mediterrp.nean  countries  tlie  demand  for  eggs  and 
poultry  has  increased  interest  in  this  industry.     Feed  supplies  have  been 
available  for  some  expansion,     As  indicated  by  the  vmolesale  receipts  at 
the  7  important  consuming  centers  in  the  Union  of  South   '-vfrica,    egg  pro- 
duction and  poultry  numbers  have  increased ance  1947.     Feed  supplies  have 
been  favorable  and  the  increase  in  the.  production  of  eggs  has  permitted 
some  exports  of  oggs   to   the  United  Kingdom. 

Chicken  nvmbers  in  Australia  on  March  31)   1943  v^ere  lower  because 
of  a   shortage  of  suitable  feedstuffs  in  1947.      Higher  current  costs  of 
feed  and  other  items  used  by  the  industry  arc  tending  to  reduce   the 
number  of  chickens  and  the  output  of  eggs.     While  Ijhe  reduction  is  not 
expected  to  be  large,  information  available  indicates  that  Australian 
egg  production  may  level  off  slightly  below  the  peak  level  reached  in  the 
1946-47   season,. 

Contrary  to  earlier  trade  estimates,    the  1943  chicken  hatch  in 
Argentina  was  not  more  th.-;n  5  percent  above  the  1947  hatch,   notwith- 
standing a  favorable  egg-feed  price  relationship.     Feed  prices  to 
poultrymen  may  be  higher  in  1949   but  the  current  price  of  chick-. ns  and 
eggs  is  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  Argentina,      This  indicates  a  strong 
consumer  demand  and  exports  of  eggs  and  chickens  are  apt  to   oe  small  as 
the  world  price  level  of  eggs  and  poultry,   in  comparison  ^'dth  present 
Argentine  prices,    is  not  favorable  to     xportSo 


